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TOWN OF McBEE  

REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

June 1, 2021 

 

Present:  Mayor John Campolong, Glenn Odom, Beulah Bolton, A.C. McLeod Jr., Martin Driggers 

(Attorney), Terri King, Administrator 

 

Absent:  Council Member Charlie Sutton 

 

Note to Minutes:  Tisha Jones, Clerk, typed minutes. 

 

Meeting Called to Order: Mayor John Campolong called meeting to order. 

 

Invocation: Martin Driggers, Attorney 

 

Motion to approve minutes from Regular Council Meeting, May 4, 2021 made by Council Member 

Glenn Odom, Second by Council Member Beulah Bolton, All in Favor. 

 

Motion to approve the 2021-2022 first reading of budget made by Mayor John Campolong. 

Second by Council Member Glenn Odom,  

 

Mayor John Campolong: First of all I want to say that we have worked on this budget, primarily 

Terri did a lot of work on the budget ahead of time.  We had a budget workshop and went over things 

quite extensively.  We did find things that we would have to scrutinize a bit that came up during the 

pandemic but we feel we have a good sound budget like we have had in the past.  This includes no 

property increases which I don’t think have happened in the last 15 years that I know of.   

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr.:  I wasn’t at the last meeting so I don’t feel like I have had time to 

look at the budget.  I don’t think Charlie Sutton was here either.  

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I will highlight a few things for you. Most of the things in the budget are 

cut and dry. The revenues are similar to what we have received in the past.  There were two areas that 

we were concerned about was in the police department and recreation department.  The concern there 

was that there were losses that we had to incur.  There were some supplements that we have had to 

give to the police department around $60-65,000 of the budget.  The only thing we can do is that our 

police performance is done according to the contract we have with the county. The other is the rec 

department and its around a $16,000 makeup loss.  One way we can overcome that is fundraising.  

That was not allowed to take police due to covid and the hospitality fund that also affected the rec 

department.  There are some areas that need help.  We need to have a committee that will work with 

the town that can do fundraisers.  In the past, we had a $4,000 fundraiser with baseball.  So I think that 
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we can do things like that.  Glenn offered to put a committee in place to volunteer and work with our 

rec department to see if we can increase income.  I think he’s been successful in doing that. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  They are here to make a presentation during my presentation time of 

reports.  Mr Jamie Wayne and a couple of more are here.  

 

Mayor John Campolong:  We have to get our budget done so let’s get that done and we will have a 

second reading at the end of the month. I am going to make a motion to do that.  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  Mayor, I second that motion to approve the budget.  Like you said, it 

is cut and dry.  I am looking over the financials here for last month and I see where the police 

department was down $8,000 last month.  I talked with Kemp in the last few days and the sheriff and 

he will meet with me and Kemp one day this week.  I would like to have permission from the council 

and mayor to meet with them.  Hopefully we can iron out some things.  I have a suggestion or two 

while we are doing the budget and tweek some things.  Its only getting worse.  I am not throwing 

anyone under the bus.  In other towns, its killings and crime once or twice a week.  Sheriff said he 

would come and meet with me and Kemp this week.  We will report back to yall at the meeting at the 

end of June.  Kemp has some good ideas and until we talk to the sheriff we are just spinning our 

wheels.  

 

Mayor John Campolong:  As you say, we estimated 60-65,000 supplements for our budget.  We have 

hit over $80K in the past.  The budget can barely stand what we currently have.  We have to pay the 

lights, the waste pick up, the maintenance people and the water.  In a small town like this, you can look 

at other people in other towns but it should be in comparison for like smaller towns.  I would rather 

look at us in comparison to Jefferson or Patrick and not Cheraw or Hartsville.  

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  I am not sure if anyone is aware of what happened in the past week.  

We had a truck stolen, Nestle had a truck stolen.  The truck was left running in the ditch with motor 

running and wheels turning.  We have stuff on film and they have stuff on film. We haven’t found him 

yet. There were 3 deputies for the entire county on duty.  Im telling you we have a deficit of security.  

If we want more security, we got to pay for it.  I have some ideas. Maybe we can go to the business.  

Glenn mentioned there is a grant that can pay 75%. If we can get the grant, I don’t think we are able to 

do our own police department.  If we can get grant and give it to the county, we can get coverage at 

least 80% of the time.  We can take the money and have the coverage we need.  McBee geographically 

is at the corner of the county, half way between Pageland and Cheraw.  Pageland has their own police 

and Cheraw does.  We have businesses here and I have thought to ask if they wanted to pay and 

contribute county wide and if the town could contribute to the county, then he can guarantee us 

coverage 80% of the time.  I don’t know if that can happen but maybe we can get the coverage we 

have not been able to get before. Hartsville has their police department and if its outside of town it 

takes 30 minutes from the county to get over to Hartsville.  They have issues out towards the lake and 
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the same problems.  I want to ask how we can get more safety for our little town.  We need more safety 

and more police department.  That and the rec department are what we need to talk about. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Let’s first talk about that COPS grant.  That is something that is awarded 

directly to the town itself.  In the past we have had them and its paid the salary of the chief and benefits 

and we are required for 3 years.  We had to keep them at that salary.  Whether that is something we can 

hand over to the county, the discussion is something the chief would know himself.   The two incidents 

that you mentioned were not in the Town of McBee.  Those two were up to the deputies.  The town has 

its quarters.  I want to brag and say we have had a good safe town.  There is always criticism on any 

town or police department and any of those we need to take to the sheriff because we are under 

contract and he needs to know of those.  We don’t want to get back to a speed trap again.  But we do 

want to make sure that the speeding through town is controlled.  I got to go along with some of the 

comments that we don’t get as much control as we need but we do need to look out for the safety of the 

citizens.  As far as the subsidizing, if you and Glenn can get together and make that happen, then I say 

we do it. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  I call for the question.  I say we get the budget knocked out and then 

move on to that.  

 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  There is a statement on regulation for licensing in how towns have to 

license people.  There have been some regulations that have been established by the state.  I think its 

mandatory in how the businesses do their business license. 

 

Terri King, Administrator: Tisha and I have met up with the municipal association.  In this meeting, 

we are meeting the licensing year.  McBee typically runs July-June 30th, we typically take in renewals 

in the month of June.  This amendment to our current ordinance will make that date change, and 

coming September or October, the town will have a whole new ordinance to set how the fees will be 

charged.  This doesn’t affect the renewals coming into play now.  There will not be a windfall for the 

town.  We wont be doing license again and receive more money for the town.  We have to restructure 

the rate fees.  McBee is straight across the board on the rates.  Now the rates will be based on the codes 

that the IRS has in place.  We will not be bringing in more money. We are not raising the rates but 

maintaining the same level of income.  This ordinance just changes the license year.  The state is 

regulating how you charge the business based on their profitability business code.  The association has 

all our codes that we have given to the business.  It will still be a tiered rate but it will be on a more 

level playing field for all businesses.  The barbershop wont be charged the same as an attorney.   

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I like to make a motion that we accept this first reading of the ordinance.  

 

Motion to accept date change on business license ordinance made by Mayor John Campolong, 

Second by Council Member Glenn Odom, all in Favor.  
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Reports from Council:  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: I have been to several meetings at the grammar school and I will say 

that have been about 95% positive. There were close to 50 at the first meeting and close to 34-40 at the 

second meeting. They nominated 3 officers and I have asked Jamie Wayne to make a presentation on 

what they have come up with.  

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Glenn, instead of this, can we not meet as a group and hear what he has to 

offer and if he has questions that we might not can answer, then we can do that?  Then we can make 

suggestions back and forth because he may do that now and not have an answer to them.  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: He’s just here for information only. I think we should just hear what 

he has to say.  

 

Mayor John Campolong: Okay, we can hear what he has to say. I’m not going to feel like need to get 

into a discussion over it.   

 

Jamie Wayne:  (Handouts passed) As Glenn said, Ive been chosen by a group of concerned parents 

and those who would like to have a volunteer rec department.  We have listed some reasons why we 

would like to have a volunteer rec committee. This committee could represent the area which is McBee 

High School, which is McBee, Patrick, Angelus, Bethune, Middendorf.  This committee will be 

comprised of passionate people about each individual position that they are willing to take on.  There 

are different positions.  We can bring in donations and financial help from small businesses that might 

otherwise be overlooked.  This would be a large and diverse committee.  With no compensation given 

to any of these volunteers, this money can be put back into the program to help our kids.  We have a 

basic structure which can be amended or added to.  This is just a basic presentation.  The positions that 

have been nominated at this point, is myself Jamie Wayne as Chairman, Wade Horton-Vice Chairman 

and Katherine Morrison as the secretary.  We are recommending 11-13 members.  We also understand 

that in recommending that they will be subject to background checks.  There will be background 

checks which is what should happen in anyone what works with children.  The committee has asked 

for yearly budget and allow us to fundraise and use it for children at our discretion with reports to the 

council regularly.   We have had 2 meetings where a lot of good ideas and real concerns from a large 

diverse group of people have come out.  There have been people who have come out that have children 

that will be a part of the rec department for many years that want to be a part of this.  I know you 

didn’t want to have a large discussion on this. I’d be happy to take any questions.  

 

Mayor John Campolong: Why don’t we set up a meeting for you to meet with us.  Also, back in 2016 

we had got a scope of the athletic director, I think it would be good for you to look over that and see 

what needs to be done professional.  The idea of a volunteer group in a small town like this is 

necessary.  We cant depend on one individual to do all these things.  See if you can look at this and 

incorporate with your group. 
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Council Member Glenn Odom:  Can I suggest two weeks from tonight?  Yall come back and let’s sit 

down and discuss these things. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Let’s see what we need to do to prepare for that.  I think we can just meet 

in an open session.  We can call it a workshop.  Is there any reason that the three of us cant meet? It 

doesn’t necessarily have to be called a workshop either.  I do think this is something we need to have 

in order to be successful.  We need to have a good foundation and move forward with things that can 

be helpful because there are future leaders.   

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: McBee is 120 years old this year and I have a number of people that 

want to volunteer.  They would like to have something in the fall like a homecoming to McBee.  Like a 

parade, not blocking off 151 or a car show.  The funds can go to the rec department.  I would like for 

Kemp to talk to his wife and daughter and my sister can help.  We wont call it a fall festival we can 

call it a homecoming since its turning 120 years old.  The other thing I would like to do is Saturday, 

prior to that is ask for people in town to help clean up, pick up trash on the side of the road and I think 

I can get the highway department to mow.  I would like to roll that into same thing, and it can all be 

volunteer and not cost the town anything.   

 

Mayor John Campolong:  If you can gather that up and go foward, and I think the cleaning up would 

be a good start.  That would be a good impression on whats being done.  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: I think we can ask the families of this rec committee to bring their 

kids and all help clean up and then they can volunteer to help with the homecoming.  It will make them 

all feel a part of it and we can use this as a first step of all coming together and working together.  

What little bit I looked at the COPS grant, its changed some.  The lowest grade like the mayor said we 

pay them 3 years of their salary.  We don’t know if we can give that to the county.  But the deadline is 

the 15th of June, Id like permission for me and Tisha to go ahead with the application and Martin can 

do some checking.  I have no problem with it going through the sheriffs department.  I don’t even want 

to expand on it until.  If we don’t apply and get the money then we cant do anything.  Do you have a 

problem with that Kemp?    

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Can we just ask them and find out if we can do that? Is there any reason 

we can’t do that first? 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: If we run it through the sheriffs department and he gets the money, I 

mean we can do without street lights but we can’t do without safety and security.   

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  I think it needs to be professional.  I don’t like what I see on the 

county level but when you have to handle it correctly if we run it ourselves.  Most of these people are 

getting out the next day even when its run correctly.  I know in certain big cities, counties run their 

own police departments.   Maybe it can work out or maybe it cant.  We are just in that situation.  Any 
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money that we can put together with businesses.  McLeod Farms and other businesses hire off duty 

police officers. There is a need.  We can be a lot better if we put our money together and I think we 

have a long way to go.   

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I think we need to make sure that the sheriffs department goes along with 

their contract.  If we can get the money to pay for the coverage then we can kill two birds with one 

stone.  We are contracting and we are paying well for it and if we need more and better then we can 

offer some sort of compensation then we can try to work with the sheriff’s department and see if we 

can do better. You said that you have an hired officer and they still stole the truck. Seems like they 

weren’t doing their job.  The thing that happened that Glenn mentioned that was an unusual situation 

that wasn’t premeditated and I understand they were friends.  However, I think its important.  Those 

are two areas we discussed in our work session.  We have some areas that we need to work on. 

 

Motion to have Terri King work on the pre-application for the COPS grant made by Council 

Member Glenn Odom, Second by Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr, All in Favor.  

 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  I have already had some comments.  With the volunteer rec group, 

Jefferson has had some good success with that.  My only thing is what do you do with the money and 

who handles the money.  I think that’s the only thing like the school faces.  

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I can answer that.  The Town will handle all the money.  The town has 

always operated on transparency and as long as I am here that’s how we will operate.  

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  Really I am excited about celebrating the town and I really want to 

be a part of that.  Thank you to Jamie Wayne on the report he gave, I do have some questions about 

when we come together again. But that basically that has been said today and I really want us to get on 

that celebration of the town and I feel that will put us on the map.  Most just go to the farm and that’s 

about it.  I don’t have anything else.  

 

Mayor John Campolong:  We will need to set the date for June 29th for the public hearing since we 

wont have any meetings in July.  

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr.:  Are we going to have another workshop for the budget?  I think 

we need to with the police stuff.  

 

Mayor John Campolong:  No, we are not having a workshop,  You can bring any of that up at the 

next meeting of the budget.  

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  The information that Jamie gave us, what do we need to do with 

that? 
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Terri King, Administrator:  You are having a meeting with him on June 15th with him and his 

committee. 

 

Motion to Adjourn made by Mayor John Campolong, Second by Council Member Glenn Odom, All 

in Favor.   

 

 

 

 

 


